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Reported Big Cat Sightings, Lancashire, 01/01/2006 – 31/05/2011

	Date
	Location
	Details
	Comments / Outcome

	01/02/2006 14:02
	Broughton, Preston
	Dark brown, large panther style cat with pointed ears and long tail. Seen in fields alongside M6 / M55 motorways about 20 minutes before call. Caller is police employee.
	Enquiries with local zoos / private animal collectors. No escaped animals etc. Filed for reference.

	24/04/2006 10:28
	Fulwood, Preston
	Very, very large, all black cat, about 20 inches high with long tail and small head, seen near to J31A of M6 at 17:20 on 22/04/06. Thought to be possibly a panther. Also seen previously about 2 years ago by caller.
	Broadcast in case of any further calls, wildlife officer made aware.

	27/04/2006 14:42
	Turton, Darwen
	Call from Greater Manchester Police to advise they had received a report of a puma type animal roaming around the Edgeworth area of Entwistle Reservoir.
	GMP had informed RSPCA who took responsibility for incident.

	15/06/2006 09:05
	Slyne Road, Morecambe
	Dark brown / red large cat, tiger sized, bigger than an Alsation dog with a long tail. Seen running down a hill in fields.
	Logged for reference.

	06/07/2006 17:14
	Ribbleton, Preston
	Large cat, looked similar size to a Labrador dog, light coloured with a long tail. Was seen in a tree, but came down and went into fields.
	Wildlife officer advised, logged for reference in case of further calls.

	01/10/2006 09:25
	Whitechapel, Preston
	Farmer reporting death of three lambs overnight, from nature of deaths suspected could be a big cat (puma).
	Officers attended, nothing to directly suggest big cat, could have been dog attack.

	13/04/2007 10:41
	Lathom, Ormskirk
	Report of possible cheetah / tiger like animal seen at 05:20 that morning. Animal jumped out of field and crossed the road in front of the caller’s car before going into another field. About twice the size of a domestic cat, possibly big cat cub.
	Wildlife officer advised. Logged for reference.

	17/06/2007 14:14
	Brunshaw Avenue, Burnley
	Caller reporting big cat (described as a cross between a leopard, a cheetah and a tiger) with a long tail and ‘tiger spots’. Longer than a domestic cat. Seen running down rear streets about 10 mins earlier. Later clarified when spoken to and stated animal was about 4 feet long and 1 foot high, cat like face and square spots similar to a leopard.
	Area searched, but no sign of animal or spoor. Suspect may have been a Bengal cat or possibly an ocelot from description. Enquiries with DEFRA re licensed Bengal cats in area.

	29/08/2007 13:24
	Westhead, Ormskirk
	Caller reporting seeing black panther whilst out jogging, within the last hour. Caller had seen similar animal around 18 months to 2 years ago.
	Wildlife officer made aware.

	23/10/2007 19:37
	Leagram / Chipping, Nr. Preston
	Caller reporting a puma jumped out over a wall and nearly knocked him off his bike, before jumping back over the wall into fields. Sure it was a puma as he had seen them on TV before.
	In vicinity of the Wild Boar Park, but they do not keep big cats. Logged for reference, wildlife officer informed.

	18/11/2007 19:18
	Leagram / Chipping, Nr Preston
	Caller reporting seeing a puma coming from the Wild Boar Park towards Chipping. Animal was sat at the side of the road, 4 foot high with a head the size of a football. The animal growled at the caller.
	Same caller as in above log. Wildlife officer informed, incident logged.

	03/02/2008 19:58
	Leagram, Nr. Preston
	Male had been reporting to a local farmer repeatedly over several weeks having seen a black panther type creature in the area. On this occasion stated had seen it with two smaller animals near the farm.
	Same caller as in above two logs. Spoken to by officers. Believed to have learning difficulties, and has made numerous claims of seeing big cats, not all logged. Descriptions are inconsistent and inaccurate for any species of big cat. No tracks / spoor in area, no sightings by anyone else, no livestock deaths reported.

	22/02/2008 16:57
	Booth Crescent, Waterfoot
	Caller’s dog started barking about 20 mins earlier, when caller looked out saw what looked like a puma – definitely a big cat, which crawled into a hole. Caller had seen an article in the paper about big cats in the area so thought it best to call.
	Enquiries in area, no other sightings. Call logged for info.

	23/02/2008
	Bridleway, Waterfoot
	Caller reported seeing very large cat, dark coloured with light tips on its tail, on a hill. Newspaper report recently about big cats in area, and caller had also seen some placards about this so reported. Also stated that ‘something big’ had been trying to get into the allotments. Says was definitely feline because of way it moved, and about the size of a small sheep.
	Logged in case of further sightings. From description believe it could possibly have been a fox.

	07/03/2008 19:11
	Leagram / Chipping, Nr Preston
	Caller stating a six foot panther is following him around the area when he is on his way home.
	Same caller as in three of the logs above. Noted, but believed to be false report.

	12/04/2008 12:40
	Burscough, Ormskirk
	Caller sighted a suspected black panther on 09/04/2008 at about 00:15 in his garden eating the food he had left out for the birds. Caller was only about 2 metres away, and states the animal was at least six times bigger than an ordinary cat. Caller saw it jump over the fence and there may be claw marks in the fence.
	No reports of any escaped animals. Wildlife officer informed.

	24/04/2008 08:43
	Higher Wheelton, Chorley
	Farmer reporting one of his lambs has been killed overnight. All that was left is the head, skin and two legs, believes could have been attacked by a big cat. Photos taken of lamb remains.
	Wildlife officer informed and to liaise with caller.

	26/04/2008 14:57
	Hoddlesden, Darwen
	Caller reporting sighting the ‘wild white cat’ as reported recently in the Lancashire Telegraph. White with light brown markings, seen in caller’s garden a few days earlier.
	Logged for info.

	15/12/2009 15:40
	Houghton, Preston
	Caller stating he thinks he has seen a black panther sitting in a field waiting for sheep to come back.  Caller said the cat was black and the size of a Labrador with pointy ears.  Picture taken on mobile phone of a black cat of some kind.
	RSPCA contacted to look into the matter

	26/03/210 17:51
	Nelson, Burnley
	Reports of very large cat spotted in a wooded area, which was 2 to 3 foot long. Caller was adamant it was not a feral cat or a dog.
	Wildlife officer contacted by email

	19/05/2010 13:03
	Ingol, Preston
	Four sightings reported of a large wild black cat possibly a panther on her land.  Caller stated it was not a domestic cat
	Logged for information and passed to wildlife officer

	21/05/2010
	Ingol, Preston
	Caller reporting he saw a large black cat similar to the size of a panther as it was the only animal he can describe it as.
	Logged for info and email sent to wildlife officer

	04/07/2010
	Upholland, Skelmersdale
	Reports of four individual unconnected sightings of a big black cat similar to a puma. With one individual seeing the animal climb up a tree with a rabbit in its mouth.  Described as all black and size of a leopard or similar.
	Logged for info

	06/10/2010 02:47
	Lower Darwen, Darwen
	Night security officer patrolling back of commercial premises heard what he described as loud cat like squealing and then observed a large golden cat, like a puma, behind the fence.
	Officers attended to speak to informant and call logged for info.

	06/12/2010 13:29
	Adlington, Chorley
	Member of public found large paw print (4” across) which he believed may have been left by a big cat.
	PCSO attended and photographed print with ruler in place, information and photos passed to the wildlife officer.

	01/03/2011 13:42
	Upholland, Skelmersdale
	Caller reports seeing a large black cat, like a panther, in a farmer’s field that morning. Numerous other people present at same time.
	Passed to wildlife officer and logged for info. Local officers aware of previous sightings of animal of similar description in this area and are collating info.
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